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What is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day? 
 

June 15 is the day designated by the United Na�ons as the 

interna�onal day of ac�on when the whole world voices its opposi�on 

to the abuse of older people.  World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

(WEAAD) is represented by the colour purple – which denotes wisdom, 

dignity, independence and crea�vity. 

Elder abuse is o&en a hidden problem and includes psychological, 

financial, social, physical, and sexual abuse.  The defini�on in use by 

the World Health Organisa�on is: 

“Elder Abuse is a single or repeated act, or lack of appropriate ac�on, 

occurring within any rela�onship where there is an expecta�on of trust 

which causes harm or distress to an older person” 

During the week ending June 15 we are calling for all communi�es 

across Queensland to join the rest of the world in ‘going purple’ for 

WEAAD and encourage you to visit the www.weaadqld.com website 

for informa�on and ideas on how you can help! 

In Queensland last financial year the Uni�ngCare Community Elder 

Abuse Preven�on Unit (EAPU) received calls on their elder abuse 

Helpline regarding 1204 abuse situa�ons.  They find that in 

Queensland, like elsewhere in the world, women are more likely than 

men to experience abuse, the majority of abusers are adult sons or 

daughters of the older person, and the most common forms of abuse 

were psychological and financial.  To find out more about what elder 

abuse is, visit the EAPU website (www.eapu.com.au).   
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How to get involved: 

• A7end an exis�ng event—find 

out what’s on in your area on the 

Queensland Department of 

Communi�es website 

• Host a purple event 

• Talk to your family and friends 

about elder abuse and how we 

can work as a community to 

create a world free from elder 

abuse and mistreatment. 

Service funded by: 

www.eapu.com.au 

www.weaadqld.com


 

 2 2 

• Organise or promote a purple themed picnic or sausage sizzle in your local park. 

• Organise and promote a purple themed awareness raising walk. 

• Invite a guest speaker to discuss the issue of elder abuse. 

• Wear purple to work during the week leading up to June 15. 

• Use purple ligh�ng in your community to highlight the issue of elder abuse. 

• Create an awareness display in your workplace, school, council, library or shopping centre. 

• Use purple balloons at a purple themed morning tea at your workplace. 

• Use social networking such as Facebook and Twi7er – change your profile picture to purple. 

• Include the WEAAD logo and informa�on on your email signature during the week leading up to June 

15. 

Once you’ve got your event organised you can register it on the Queensland Government’s online calendar of 

events for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (link coming soon). You can also share your event by pos�ng  

details and photos on their Facebook page (link coming soon) or email us if you’d like to us to publish the  

details. 

WEAAD is an opportunity for individuals, families, groups and organisa�ons to speak out against elder abuse. By 

doing something purple around June 15 and telling people ‘Why’, links into the world-wide elder abuse cam-

paign for WEAAD. Whether it is making a purple cake for morning tea at work, giving purple flowers to an older 

person, organising a purple flash mob from a re�rement village, TAFE students undertaking a WEAAD project for 

their studies or holding elder abuse forums in Blackall or Brisbane- Big or small it all helps.  

 

Purple Recipes 

This year the Elder Abuse Helpline is puBng the call out for people to  

contribute their own purple recipes to share with others. Tanya Bartolini, 

author of Blending the Cultures and owner of The Kitchen Bench website, 

has generously shared a recipe just for WEAAD which can be found at the 

WEAAD website www.weaadqld.com.au . If you have a recipe that you’d 

like us to share please download the form fill it out and send it in to the 

Elder Abuse Preven�on Unit. 

 

‘Johnny Jump Ups’ for WEAAD  

Gardening Australia’s Jerry Coleby-Williams suggests that you plant 

Heartsease, otherwise known as ‘Johnny Jump Ups’ for WEAAD, you can 

use the flower petals to purple-up a salad too. The picture to the right is 

from Jerry’s very own garden, for advice on how to grow Heartsease read 

Jerry’s ar�cle at his blog. 

What can you do to raise awareness?  

A few WEAAD event ideas!!  

www.thekitchenbench.com.au
www.weaadqld.com.au
http://jerry-coleby-williams.net/2014/04/27/plant-heartsease-for-world-elder-abuse-awareness-day/
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What is EAPU involved in for WEAAD 2014?  

Do you travel on the Kurilpa Bridge? The Kurilpa Bridge 

will be lit purple for WEAAD! Why not take a leisurely 

stroll across the bridge during twilight and see the 

beau�ful lights of Brisbane, and the purple lights of 

WEAAD. Check in on Facebook and tag the EAPU. We’d 

love to see your photos. Keep and eye out for other 

purple-lit places around Brisbane. 

At the IRT The Ridge, based in Bracken Ridge, residents 

from the re�rement village have formed a choir to help 

raise awareness of elder abuse on World Elder Abuse 

Awareness Day. The choir, along with other members 

from the Bracken Ridge community, and led by IRT The 

Ridge manager, Susie Webster, will be performing a 

‘flash mob’ somewhere in Brisbane on June 15. Keep 

your eyes out for a group of people wearing purple! 

Natasha Love from Uni�ngCare Community’s Elder 

Abuse Preven�on Unit, in conjunc�on with Anne 

Lempinen, lecturer of the Diploma of Community 

Service students from Brisbane North Ins�tute of 

Technology, aim to develop healthy connec�ons 

between youth, community and older adults in the 

community through the World Elder Abuse Awareness 

Day (WEAAD) pilot project. The WEAAD pilot project 

has been devised to assist Diploma of Community 

Service students with their Promo�on / Preven�on 

Project – covering Elements 1-3 and Essen�al 

Knowledge and Skills 1-4, which is one of the 

compulsory assessments for the students. The final 

year students are working together, as a class, on a 

collabora�ve WEAAD Awareness project. More details 

to follow! 

Should seniors be able to ‘spend their kids inheritance’? 

This hot topic will be debated on June 30 at the Ipswich 

Civic Centre. This free event also includes a live 

performance by the Police Pipes and Drums Band. Wear 

something purple and raise awareness of elder abuse. 

For further informa�on or to RSVP, please contact the 

Ipswich City Council Seniors and Disabili�es Community 

Development Officer on (07) 3810 6646 or email 

kbrowne@ipswich.qld.gov.au. 

 

Bracken Ridge IRT Retirement Village residents preparing 
for WEAAD 2013. Photo by Heather Grant-Campbell 
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Disclaimer: 
Editor’s Note:  Opinions expressed in this edition of “Queensland Focus”, do not necessarily reflect those of 
The Elder Abuse Prevention Unit (EAPU).  Articles in this newsletter may be used with the permission of the 
contributing author.  This publication is a guide only and should not substitute independent legal advice. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Elder Abuse Prevention Unit  
PO Box 2376  
CHERMSIDE CENTRAL QLD  4032 
Phone: (07) 3867 2525 
HELPLINE: 1300 651 192 
Email: eapu@uccommunity.org.au 
www.eapu.com.au © Elder Abuse Prevention Unit  2014 
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The Brisbane Seniors Legal and Support Service are 

hos�ng a sumptuous purple morning tea and hos�ng a 

spirited discussion on self-protec�on for vibrant older 

people in the modern world.  Please come along, 

wearing purple clothes and a red hat: 

When I am an old woman I shall wear purple 

With a red hat which doesn’t go, and doesn’t suit me. 

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer 

gloves 

And sa�n sandals, and say we’ve no money for bu.er. 

I shall sit down on the pavement when I’m �red 

And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells 

And run my s�ck along the public railings 

And make up for the sobriety of my youth. 

I shall go out in my slippers in the rain 

And pick flowers in other people’s gardens 

And learn to spit… 

Contact Caxton Legal Centre on 07 3214 6333 for more 

details, RSVP by June 10, 2014. 

 

Balmoral Rotary Club 

Bill Pixton, along with his colleagues from the Balmoral 

Rotary Club, will be providing an informa�on day 

focusing on ‘Safety and Rights of Seniors.’ This WEAAD 

event will be held on Sunday June 15. 

 

Rockhampton Blue Care 

Blue Care workers and clients from Rockhampton will be 

geBng into the spirit of World Elder Abuse Awareness 

Day by par�cipa�ng in a range of purple themed 

ac�vi�es and events. From wearing purple during the 

second week of June to having a purple morning tea at 

the respite centre, 

Rockhampton will be painted 

purple for WEAAD! 

 

Blackall Churches of Christ 

Care 

Blackall residents are geBng 

into the spirit of WEAAD and 

will be having a purple 

inspired informa�on 

seminar, hosted by the Churches of Christ Care on  June 

11. 

On Friday June 13, the Ageing Stronger Ac�ve Living 

Program will be hos�ng a discussion on elder abuse as 

part of their WEAAD ac�vi�es. The discussion, on 

preven�ng elder abuse, will be held at the Rosewood 

Bowls Club. For further informa�on contact Ka�e 

Anderson, Able Australia on (07) 3812 3437 or email 

Ka�e.Anderson@ableaustralia.org.au or Karri Browne, 

Ipswich City Council on (07) 3810 6646 or email 

kbrowne@ipswich.qld.gov.au.   

Brisbane Seniors Legal and Support Service  

Blackall  

Rockhampton  

Balmoral  

What else is happening around Queensland WEAAD 2014 ? 

For a full list of WEAAD events, please visit the Department of Communi�es webpage 

(link coming soon) 


